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PORT FREEPORT CEO PHYLLIS SAATHOFF HONORED AS OUTSTANDING
WOMAN OF THE YEAR
FREEPORT, TX (March 18, 2026) — Port Freeport announces that Chief Executive
Officer Phyllis Saathoff has been honored as Outstanding Woman of the Year by the Brazosport
Area Chamber of Commerce. The recognition was presented during the Chamber’s annual awards

luncheon at the Dow Academic Center.

The honor reflects Saathoff’s decades of leadership in maritime commerce and her

continued commitment to strengthening the Brazosport community.

Saathoff joined Port Freeport in 1992 and has served as CEO since 2016. Under her
leadership, the Port has advanced transformative infrastructure initiatives, including the Freeport
Harbor Channel Improvement Project, expanded container and cargo operations, strengthened its

financial position, and eliminated its tax rate in 2024.

Today, Port Freeport serves as a critical gateway for global trade, supporting jobs, industry,

and economic opportunities throughout Brazoria County, the State of Texas, and the Nation.

“Phyllis exemplifies dedicated public service leadership,” said Rob Giesecke, Chairman of
the Port Freeport Commission. “Her vision and steady guidance have strengthened Port Freeport’s
role as an economic engine for our region. We are proud to see her recognized by the community

she serves.”

Saathoff credited the Port Commission, employees, partners, and the broader community

for the shared commitment that drives the Port’s success.

“As we continue building for the future, our progress is made possible by collaboration and
partnership,” said Phyllis Saathoff, Executive Director and CEO of Port Freeport. “This

recognition belongs to the entire Port Freeport team and the community that supports our mission.”



As Port Freeport builds upon more than a century of maritime leadership, this recognition
reflects the strong partnership between the Port and the community it proudly serves, positioning

the region for sustained growth in the decades ahead.

Port Freeport is a leading port in the export of crude oil and natural gas liquids and ranks
nationally as 6th in chemicals, 14th in total foreign waterborne tonnage, and 26th in containers. A
2022 Economic Impact Study by Texas A&M Transportation Institute revealed that, nationally,
the Freeport Harbor Channel generates 266,300 jobs and has a total economic output of $157.3
billion. Port Freeport serves Alliera, Atlantic Container Lines, AMPORTS, BASF, Chiquita Fresh
N.A., Dole Fresh Fruit, The Dow Chemical Company, Enterprise Products Partners, ExxonMobil,
Freeport LNG, Fresh Del Monte Produce Inc., Ford Motor Company, General Motors, Glovis,
Grimaldi Lines, Hoegh Autoliners, Kirby Marine, Liberty Global Logistics, Linde, MEGlobal,
NYK RORO, Phillips 66, Riviana Foods, Inc., Sallaum Lines, Tenaris, U.S Department of Energy,

Volkswagen Group of America, and Vulcan Materials Company.

Port Freeport is committed to keeping the local community informed of our operation and
results. If you have questions or comments about this article, please email or call Amanda Veliz,

Public Affairs Manager.
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PHOTO CUTLINE: Phyllis Saathoff, CEO of Port Freeport, with
members of the Port Freeport Commission following her recognition
as Outstanding Woman of the Year.



